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Why you can (usually) trust Wikipedia
· Wikipedia is the free online encyclopedia that anyone can edit. This has drawbacks and advantages – we do however have a strict policy of a neutral point of view (NPOV), and the ‘bazaar’ atmosphere means this is usually achieved by lots of editors pitching in.

· However, we realise that this is no guarantee of reliability of articles. Officially, our parent charity the Wikimedia Foundation can never offer the guarantee that content is true and correct. But by employing a few reading tricks you can deduce whether a particular article is to be trusted.


· Encyclopaedias, traditional paper-based ones and ours, are all based on sources – things other people have written. To find the sources on a Wikipedia article, look for [2] where you can click to go to the source, or scroll down to the bottom of the document. Sources are often reputable websites so you can check quickly with a click.

· Even if an article is not sourced, it remains a valuable place to begin research – you can check specific facts elsewhere. As for citing Wikipedia itself, as with any encyclopedia you should not cite it by itself and should also cite other documents on the subject – this is recommended academic practice anyway.


In summary, Wikipedia is a great resource to gather information and start research. By citing our sources, we aim to add credibility. When reading an article, check the references at the bottom for fact-checking.
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