4. The Public Purposes 

The Public Purposes of the BBC are as follows— 

(a) sustaining citizenship and civil society; 

(b) promoting education and learning; 

(c) stimulating creativity and cultural excellence; 

(d) representing the UK, its nations, regions and communities; 

(e) bringing the UK to the world and the world to the UK; 

(f ) in promoting its other purposes, helping to deliver to the public the benefit of emerging communications technologies and services and, in addition, taking a leading role in the switchover to digital television. 

6. The independence of the BBC 
(1) The BBC shall be independent in all matters concerning the content of its output, the times and manner in which this is supplied, and in the management of its affairs. 

23. General duties 
In exercising all its functions, the Trust must act in the public interest and, in particular, it must— 

(a) represent the interests of licence fee payers; 

(b) secure that the independence of the BBC is maintained; 

(c) carefully and appropriately assess the views of licence fee payers; 

(d) exercise rigorous stewardship of public money; 

(e) have regard to the competitive impact of the BBC’s activities on the wider market; and 

(f ) ensure that the BBC observes high standards of openness and transparency.
Funding the BBC

􀁸 The Governors welcome the Government’s decision to grant a new ten-year

Charter and to confirm licence fee funding for the whole of the Charter period.

The fundamental strengths of the licence fee will persist in a fully digital world. So

while the BBC accepts that a future Government may return to the question of

BBC funding, it must also recognise that the licence fee is an integral element of

what makes the BBC what it is: independent, universally available and focused on

the public interest. Following the extensive debate that has taken place in the

context of the current Charter, given the BBC’s role in delivering high-quality

services and in building digital Britain and the importance of creating stability for

the whole sector, the Governors would urge the Government to await the

completion of digital switchover before embarking on such a funding review.
Licence fee funding confers on the BBC an obligation to treat everyone equally,

ensuring they receive high-quality programmes they value.

Over time, it would broadcast a less rich

range and balance of programmes than today.

Regardless of the arrival of new services and technology, the public expects the BBC

to be the cornerstone of PSB, delivering quality programmes that set a benchmark

for other broadcasters.

One of the

most commonly given reasons for the continuation of the licence fee by respondents

to the Government’s consultation was that it binds all households together as equal

stakeholders in the BBC.

Competition for the licence fee

could also compromise the BBC’s independence and break the direct

accountability link between licence fee payers and the BBC.

The licence fee provides the BBC with a stable funding profile, while keeping it at

arm’s length from the political process. It ensures that it is the British people who pay

for the BBC, not the Government.

